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FROM THE PEN OF THE PARISH PRIEST

M any of us are finding the separation from
one another during this lockdown
difficult. Being separated from family and
friends, as well as having our usual freedoms
understandably curtailed, has proven to be a
challenge most of us have never had to imagine
- though the first disciples would have had some
sympathy for our plights, as they huddled them-
selves together in a locked room out of fear
they would go the way of Jesus.  This fear
began to be transformed with Jesus’ appearance
to his friends.

The Gospels of Easter show us moments when
Jesus appears to his followers. There is some

thing different about him, like when he appears
to Mary Magdalene at the empty tomb, or when
he appears to followers as on the road to
Emmaus, or when he appears on a seashore
telling his friends to cast their nets on the other
side.

He is the Jesus they knew. And yet with his
Resurrection he has somehow become more
real, and their eyes and hearts need time to
adjust to a new way of looking at their friends.
Just think about that first time when Jesus
appeared to his friends when they had locked
themselves away, offering them only peace and
forgiveness: one week later and they were still
locked away.

They were not transformed overnight because
it takes a while to cast out fear. It takes time
for human hearts to accept truths greater than
they can possibly imagine - even if the disciples
had eyes and hands telling them this truth was
reality.

The good news of Easter is that the cycles of
this world will end. Very often it feels like our
lives are stuck in a cycle, and that this cycle
eventually gives way to death. But the joy of
Easter is that death will itself give way to life.

...... [continued

What's more, with Jesus bursting the tomb on
Easter morning, our eyes and our hearts are
opened to the destiny of creation, which is that
Resurrection is the true end of this cycle.
Death will give way to life - and it will give way
to a life that will have no end. Life is the true
end of the cycle, and we will only enter fully
into this Resurrection life when we reach the
end of this part of the cycle.

With Resurrection comes not just the end of
death, but also of fear and anxiety and blame.
Even though the Resurrection life is not yet
perfected in our lives right here and right now,
still this new life doesn’t begin at some future
point when we die; it begins here and now, in
these very moments as we begin to trust that
Resurrection is our true and only reality. We

must choose to live the Resurrection in our
own lives with every moment that we live -
even when we are locked away from one
another out of fear of a virus.

It can be hard to trust in Resurrection when
the stories we hear on the news are over-
whelmingly stories of death, amplifying the fear
so many people live with. But we can use the
time and space before us as a place to be
transformed, to return again and again to the
Gospels of Easter, and find in them the good
news of the Resurrection life that frees us to
live in uncertain times ruled by fear.

David Cowie
Priest-in-charge
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